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'room to blow in/ and that in a really bad storm we may lose all our splendid big trees that we are so proud of. That would be a serious loss indeed. This morning the lawn and verandah were covered with broken branches, large and small, and the tanks were all running over, and the water lying in pools in all directions ; but there is at least one thing satisfactory, and that is the way in which the house stood the storm. It never even shook, and felt as firm as a rock, and as no rain came in anywhere, we think it may be considered really weatherproof. Probably the worst of the storm is over now, as the barometer is beginning to rise; we have ventured to take off the front shutters, as they make the rooms so dark and gloomy when they are up, but there is no saying when Belle may be able to get home from Apia. The road, I believe, is quite blocked with fallen branches, and we must send boys to clear it before a horse can pass.
January 4.
THE road was cleared by Saturday, and Belle arrived in great joy to get back at last. She had enjoyed the ball immensely, and says the dresses were wonderfully pretty; and really we are quite glad it has gone off well, after so many delays and difficulties of all sorts. But I doubt very much whether such gaieties are very practicable here at this season of the year!